
 
 

 

Premiere / World Premiere 
MINA 
Music by young people and Uwe Dierksen (*1959) 
Texts by young people and Sonja Rudorf (*1966) 
 

Conductor: Uwe Dierksen 
Director: Ute M. Engelhardt 
Set and Costume Designer: Mara Scheibinger 
Lighting Designer: Marcel Heyde 
Project Management: Adda Grevesmühl, Anna Ryberg 
 

With young performers and musicians 
 

Part of Oper Frankfurt's Jetzt! Oper für dich / Now! Opera for You! outreach programme 
 

With generous support from the Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne 
 
A unique, and title-less, project took off more than a year ago: schoolchildren aged 
between 13 and 20 who were interested in opera started creating their own work for the 
stage under the guidance of the composer Uwe Dierksen (*1959) and writer Sonja 
Rudorf (*1966). This gave young people from Frankfurt, the Rhein-Main-Gebiet, Fulda 
and Aschaffenburg the opportunity to try their hand at writing lyrics and music. After 
auditions were held in December 2017, intensive music improvisation sessions and 
workshops in creative writing began in earnest in February 2018, which involved the 
youngsters travelling a lot at weekends and during the school holidays. 
 

Very unusual music evolved: moving between pop, baroque, experimental music and 
improvisation. Uwe Dierksen gave the young musicians the chance to get to know unusual 
sounds and develop them further. The „Writing Team“ had to come up with a plot so asked: 
what matters so much to us in our everyday lives that we want to bring it to the stage? 
Interestingly enough, everyone on the team agreed at once that it shouldn't be mobbing, 
social media or integration but, and independent from events in the news, something of 
omnipresent importance: Freedom. After the story about how the young adult Mina leaves 
her monotonous, structured existence behind to embark on an independent life was 
sketched out, it became clear that the protagonist should lend her name to the title: Mina. 
 

At first the „Composition Team“ and „Writing Team“ worked in parallel. After most of the 
songs and the story line were finished the intensive phase of putting it all together began. 
Writing lyrics demands great musicality from the youngsters, but also a sensitive way of 
treating language, in order to find the right balance between both elements. This was their 
biggest challenge. 
 

In November 2018 they started slipping into their roles as singers and musicians. The 
conductor Uwe Dierksen – with support from the Frankfurter Bläserschule (Frankfurt Wind 
School), led by Sunhild Pfeiffer – helped string and brass players, electric guitarists, bass 
players and percussionists rehearse the score, while the director Ute M. Engelhardt, a former 
director's assistant at Oper Frankfurt, staged the work. Their achievements can be seen and 
heard at the world premiere of Mina on February 2 2019 in the Bockenheimer Depot. 
 
Premiere: Saturday February 2nd 2019, at 19.30hrs in the Bockenheimer Depot 
 

Further performances: February 4th (19.30hrs), 6th (11.00hrs and 19.30hrs) 2019 
 

Tickets cost: € 15 to € 165 (with a 12.5% pre-booking fee when not purchased direct from the theatre) 
 

Tickets can be obtained from the usual outlets, by telephone +49 (0)69 – 212 49 49 4 or 
online www.oper-frankfurt.de. 
 

I do hope you might be able to publish this event. For further information, ordering 
photographs and reserving press tickets please contact Holger Engelhardt (Leitung 
Pressereferat) on +49 (0)69 – 212 46 727. His fax number is +49 (0)69 – 212 37 164 or 
you can email him on holger.engelhardt@buehnen-frankfurt.de 
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